Improving care at lower cost for end-stage heart and lung disease: integrating end of life planning with home care.
Patients with advanced heart and lung disease experience exacerbations resulting in hospitalizations and interventions the patient may not desire. Strategies are needed that address end of life issues, honor preferences, and improve care without increasing cost. This study examines the impact on hospitalization and care cost of an integrated system of end of life care and interdisciplinary home care for mid-Missouri veterans with advanced congestive heart failure or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.